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UFo· believer hopes· 
sci~ntific study 
will jar public attitude 

LIMA, Ohio (AP) -The pub­
lic's scoffing attitude toward UFOS 
bothers Jotrit P. Timmerman. 

The 58-year-old Lima man is 
raising furids for a scientific UFO 
study to reverse the public's "atti­
tude of disbelief and ridicule." 

The former businessman's in­
terest in UFOS isn't a passing 
fancy. He is treasurer and chair­
man of the board of directors for 
the Centcr ·for UFO Studies. 

He recently began spending 
much of his time as production 
manager for the "International 
UFO Reporter," a bimonthly mag­
azine published for members of the 
UFO center. The magazine is put 
together at Timmerman's home. 

The first issue of the indepen­
dent magazine, which temporarily 
was published jointly with another 
periodical, was printed in Lima. It 
contains drawings and accounts of 
UFO sightings from across the 
world, as well as book reviews, 
letters to the editor and an index of 
reports received by the center. 

Timmerman says the center 
has more than 1,500 members, who 
contribute to its $75,000 budget for 
the magazine's costs and for field 
work on sightings. 

Dr. J. Alien Hynek, the cent er's 
scientific 1director and president, 
writes the magazine. Hynek has 
served as chairman of the astron­
omy department at Northwestern 
University in Evanston, Ill., and 
also worked on the U .S. Air 
Force's Project Blue Book, · the 
official study of UFO phenomena 
bv the fedpr~l Povernment. · 

"We're · not examining little 
~reen men, and we're not support­
mg any theory," Timmermah said. 
The magazine defines a UFO as an 
abnormal aerial phenomenon 
whose appearance cannot be as­
cribed to conventional or man­
made causes. 

Timmerman first began read­
ing about UFOs in 1946 as an 
undergraduate at Cornell Universi­
ty. While establishing a heating 
and air-conditioning business in 
Lima, he continued his reading. In 
1952 he volunteered to be a field 
investigator for a UFO study ·at 
Ohio Northern University. 

After selling his Lima business 
interests, Timmerman decided to 
devote more time to his hobby. He 
joined the center's board of direc­
tors in 1980. 

, Timmerman says his dedica­
tion to the subject stems from .an 
"intense intellectual curiosity.'' He 
says ·he doesn't jump to hasty 
conclusions about phenomena re­
ported to the cent er. 

But he said, "Maybe we're 
seeing the shadow of something 
approaching us. It might ... could 
. . . possibly indicate other life 
forms monitoring our planet who 
are able to disappear and reappear 
and apparently involve technology 
completely above our understand­
ing. 

"It's as if an aborigine were tc 
·look up and see a 747 jet. ThE 
analogy may not be too far off 
We're rather young as far as tiff 
forms go." 


